
MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF CLOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN ST. 
MARY'S CHURCH HALL ON MONDAY 1st DECEMBER 2025 AT 7.30PM 
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Present: Councillors P Couch (Chairman), D Baker, K Fanthorpe, D Ford, S Staveley. 
  North Yorkshire Cllr. Bastiman. Cllr. A Thompson (from 7.34pm), one member of 

public (until 7.34pm). 
 
Absent:  Cllr. Bleasdale. Mrs J Marley (Clerk to Council). 
 
Informative – in the absence of the Clerk to Council, notes of the meeting were taken by Cllr. 
Fanthorpe and an audio recording of the meeting was also taken to aid writing of the minutes. 
 
78/25  APOLOGIES GIVEN IN ADVANCE OF MEETING:- Received from Cllr. Bleasdale 

and Mrs Marley. 
 
79/25  APPROVAL OF REASONS FOR ABSENCE:- Resolved the reasons of ‘prior 

commitment’ (Cllr. Bleasdale) and ‘health’ (Mrs Marley, Clerk to Council) be 
approved & accepted. 

 
80/25  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None. 
 
81/25  MINUTES  

Having been previously circulated, resolved the minutes of the meeting of 6th 

October 2025 be approved as an accurate record & authorised for signature by the 
Chairman of the meeting. 

 
82/25  NOVEMBER MEETING: Noted no meeting held in November due to absence of 

Clerk on sick leave. 
 
83/25  PUBLIC OPEN FORUM No matters raised. 
 
84/25  MATTERS RAISED IN PUBLIC OPEN FORUM None. 
 
85/25  CASUAL VACANCY: A short resume provided by the applicant had been circulated 

with the agenda. Resolved Anne Thompson be co-opted to the casual vacancy and 
her Declaration of Acceptance of Office be signed by 6th December 2025. 

 
Procedural note – Cllr. Thompson  left the public area and took her place at the Council table. 
 
86/25  REPORTS 
 a) Police: the reports for October incidents (emailed to councillors 23/11/25) and 

November incidents (emailed to councillors 1/12/25) were received & noted. 
 b) Unitary: Resolved Cllr. Bastiman’s reports on the following be received and 

noted:- Proposal for “Fracking” – it was likely the planning application would be 
considered in January, with the relevant meeting taking place in Scarborough; the 
impact of the Fylingdales fire on the local bus service had been raised as an issue; 
there was to be a North Yorkshire Council Review of the ban on parking of 
motorhomes on the Marine Drive (Cllr Couch had been in discussion with Burniston 
Chairman as the parking of vans on scenic land belonging to the Duchy had been 
an issue. Cllr Bastiman had funding available for local projects through his locality 
budget (bids would need to be confirmed at the January meeting). Cllr Bastiman 
has been re-elected as Vice President of the LGA Special Interest Group for the 
Coast and was involved in the Investigation into Crustacean Die-Off. 

 c) Parish: Cllr Staveley reported problems with rainfall overflow from the Cober Hill 
duckpond – as well as excessive water on the road, the smell from the overflow 
was terrible.  It was agreed that an approach to the management at Cober Hill was 
required, specifically asking them to clear fallen leaves which is thought to be the 
main cause of the problem.  Cllr Couch will attempt to speak to someone at 
Director level but previous communications haven’t been too successful. Resolved 
Clerk to refer to the Environment Agency. Cllr Bastiman encouraged all members to 
report blocked gullies to Area3Whitby@northyorks.gov.uk 

 
Cllr Ford raised concerns about the closure of the shop/Post Office in Burniston – 
the consequence of which is that neither village now has a general shop.  It was 
recognised that small businesses are vulnerable in the current business model 
where larger shops/supermarkets are more cost efficient.  Village shops not only 
provide supplies but often act as a contact point for information and picking up 
concerns of residents.  Cllr Bastiman suggested it would be appropriate to raise the 
general issue with the MP, Alison Hume to suggest that measures should be 
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considered to protect these vital businesses.  Resolved Cllr Ford to write to the MP 
on behalf of the Council. 

 
Cllr Thompson reported on the removal of the Duchy signpost from Saltpans Lane. 
The disappearance of the sign coincided with one of the worst incidents of litter and 
waste being left behind after campervans departed. Resolved Clerk to contact 
Duchy to follow up their intentions. 

 
Cllr Fanthorpe reported that she’d had a very productive session with the Clerk to 
understand the details of the budget and the background to setting precepts each 
year.  She suggested it would be useful if all Councillors attended a joint session so 
that they have a collective understanding.  A request to YLCA to run a training 
session using Cloughton’s budget figures would be helpful. Resolved Cllr Fanthorpe 
to follow up 

 
Cllr Couch had been contacted by a resident complaining about the use of an 
advertising notice on Mill Lane and overhanging branches on hedges at Cober Hill.  
Councillors agreed that they would wish to support local businesses to thrive and to 
help them where it was appropriate.  It was also noted that the advertising board 
was on private land. 

 d) Clerk: no matters to report. 
 
87/25  ACTION TAKEN UNDER STANDING ORDER 51:- 

a) Parish Member vacancy on NYMNP – resolved it be noted details of the three 
nominees had been circulated to all councillors by email on 4/11/25 and the 
majority vote for Cllr. Marley had been submitted to the NYMNP as this Council’s 
choice. 

 
88/25  FRACKING [Minute 71/25 refers]:- 

Received & noted an update from Cllr Fanthorpe that the planning application had 
not yet been heard by NY Council.  As the original objection was submitted in April 
2025, new information had become known in the six months since the response 
was made.  A draft update report was circulated to all members for comment – 
amendments have been made to the report and resolved it be submitted as a 
formal update to NYC. Resolved Cllr Fanthorpe be formally thanked for all the 
work she has undertaken on behalf of the Council. 

 
89/25  INCREASING COUNCIL’S PUBLIC PROFILE [Minute 72/25c) refers]:-:- 

Resolved a digital/online approach to a parish newsletter was the preferred option.  
This could be combined with drop in events to maximise contact with residents.  A 
mocked-up example is to be shared at the next meeting.  (Action: Cllrs Fanthorpe 
& Staveley)  

 
90/25  SPEED DATA [Minute 71/25 refers]:- 

Received & noted an update from Cllr Fanthorpe that the data from the four 
speed surveys had been received but there were some queries about the analysis 
so further work is being undertaken.  Also noted that Cllr Bastiman was supportive 
of receiving a bid to the locality fund to help with the costs of purchasing VAS 
equipment (and supporting posts) but this would need to be submitted at the 
January meeting. (Action Cllr. Fanthorpe). 

 
91/25  UPDATES ON MATTERS RAISED AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS:- 

a) Planning matter on Station Lane [Minute 34/25d) refers] – resolved it be noted a 
retrospective planning application had been submitted;  

b) Planning matter on Quarry Bank [Minute 56/25c) refers] – resolved it be noted the 
dormer fell within permitted development and no action was to be taken by the 
planning authority; 

 
92/25  CORRESPONDENCE 
 a) Ballot for the Parish Member vacancy on NYMNP – noted the count took place on 

25/11/25 and Cllr. Marley had been elected to the vacancy and noted the 
appointment is subject to confirmation by the Secretary of State; 

 b) Correspondence received after 25/11/25 & requiring a response before next 
meeting:- none. 
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93/25  PLANNING MATTERS 

a) Applications Received & Appeals Notified:-  
1) NYM/2025/0702 Vary condition 3 of NYM/2023/0493 to allow commercial use of 

manège (retrospective) at Westfield Farm, Station Lane. 4 members objected, 2 
abstained and resolved to object on the grounds the original reasoning for the 
decision not to grant commercial use had not changed; 

2) ZF25/01294/HAS Vary conditions 1 (amended plans), 4 (holiday use) and 5 (28 
day occupation) in relation to ZF25/00036/HS at 17 Station Lane. Resolved 
varying the application in response to previous comments did not appear to 
include altering the exterior view which was the main concern, previous 
objection therefore still stands. 

b) Decisions received: –  
1) NYM/2025/0447 Enlarged replacement dormer at Shearwater, Hood Lane – 

granted with conditions. 
2) ZF25/00753/HS Retrospective application for raised timber decking with pergola 

on raised decking area at 12 Littlemoor Close – withdrawn. 
c) Planning matters received after 25/11/25:- None. 

 
94/25  FINANCE & REGULATORY MATTERS 

a) Replacement of Internal auditor – details circulated with agenda were noted and 
resolved to appoint Asquith’s at a cost of £250-£300+VAT per audit; 

b) Rural verge cutting – resolved Clerk to get estimates for 26/27 onwards; 
c) 26/27 Model Agreement (circulated with agenda) – noted this had been amended and 

monies only to be paid for parks, playing fields and open spaces (£3,472.21) and 
churchyards (£278.10). This will result in a decrease in income of £2,549.70 on the 
current financial year. This reduction is a consequence of unification and while a 
saving to North Yorkshire Council it creates an additional cost to the parish council. 
There is also a potential for further reductions by NYC in the future. 

d) 26/27 budget and precept – received & noted RFO’s draft budget and precept 
recommendations (circulated with agenda). Resolved budget as submitted be 
agreed. Noted that significant work would need to be done for 27/28 in terms of 
reducing costs and/or increasing the precept. Resolved the precept remain 
unchanged at £7,464 and noted this effectively was a decrease of 0.94% on the 
current year. 

e) Standing Order to N Barnes – noted 1] a change of bank details was received 
20/10/25, 2] the existing standing order was cancelled 23/11/25. Resolved a 
replacement standing order in the sum of £455/month payable 15th December and 
15th January be authorised (Cllrs. Baker and Staveley to do online authorisation). 

f) Availability of Section 106 monies - details emailed to councillors 15/10/25 were 
received & noted. Resolved three potential developments 1] further equipment 
for the playground to complete the work done previously; 2] Replacement benches 
for the quiet area; 3] new equipment which might be needed by the cricket team.  
Cllr. Staveley to liaise with Clerk to specify funding requirements. 

 
95/25  ACCOUNTS TO CERTIFY – The following were approved for payment via online 

banking (Cllrs. Baker & Staveley to do the online authorisation within 24 hours):- 
North Yorkshire Council (4 speed surveys) £440-00 
Playsafety (Playground inspection) £120-00 
HMRC (Tax/NI Oct-Dec) £39-00 

 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.43pm. 
 


